Navigating your PhD at the University of Vienna

Bianca Lindorfer, Research Services and Career Development

uejy
ahe)

!

W

20(] 8bpanoy 8y | A

Wicumrlu"lirhu Crhraihan

e s §§39908 404 STIN

‘['l\\|‘|ll‘v\\ )1e10) \Ull Jl“

uoisiadng dENpeiDIsad NP
$92U312S (01205 Y} PUD UOOINP3 U] YID353] Y sdub o} Buye9

uoiuedwo) § Juapni$ 0.0}

sONINNII + ATU

- -

JOY[EM aluers
pue uoswoy] ed

UTB 3266
’ s Uogeonpa 640100 0 58eig BUURYD

/s




g7 Lniversitat
L wien

Agenda

* The University of Vienna
* The Doctorate — Expectations & General Frame
* Entry Phase of the Doctorate

» Achievements & Responsibilities

Orientation Week 2024



The University of Vienna

* One of the oldest and largest universities in Central
Europe

* 15 Faculties & 4 Reserach Centers spread over more
than 60 locations

* PhD studies in a wide range of fields (Humanities,
Social-, Natural- and Life Sciences, Law, Economics, )

* Approx. 5000 PhD Candidates enrolled
e About 40% are international PhD Candidates

Orientation Week 2024
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e Advanced Research Schoolin Law and Jurisprudence

* Vienna Doctoral School of Historical and Cultural Studies

e Vienna Doctoral School in Philosophy

* Vienna Doctoral School of Social Sciences

e UniVie Doctoral School Computer Science

e Vienna Doctoral School in Physics

e Vienna Doctoral Schoolin Chemistry

e Vienna International School in Earth and Space Sciences

* Vienna School of Mathematics | Joint Doctoral School mit der TU Wien

» Doctoral School Microbiology and Environmental Science

* Vienna Doctoral School of Ecology and Evolution

e Vienna Doctoral School of Pharmaceutical, Nutritional and Sport Sciences

e Vienna BioCenter PhD Program. joint doctoral school of the University of Vienna and the Medical University of Vienna

* Vienna Doctoral School in Cognition, Behavior, and Neuroscience - from Biology to Psychology and the Humanities (CoBeNe)

* Vienna Doctoral School of Theology and Research on Religion

* Vienna Doctoral School in Education

e QOskar Morgenstern Doctoral School

e Doctoral School of Philological and Cultural Studies

Orientation Week 2024


https://arsiuris.univie.ac.at/
https://shcs.univie.ac.at/
https://vd-philosophy.univie.ac.at/
https://vds-sosci.univie.ac.at/
https://docs.univie.ac.at/
https://vds-physics.univie.ac.at/
https://doschem.univie.ac.at/
https://visess.univie.ac.at/
https://www.vsmath.at/
http://sym.csb.univie.ac.at/
http://vds-ecology-evolution.univie.ac.at/
https://vds-phanusci.univie.ac.at/
https://www.training.vbc.ac.at/phd-programme/
https://vds-cobene.univie.ac.at/
https://vdtr.univie.ac.at/
https://dse.univie.ac.at/
https://oskar-morgenstern-doctoral-school.univie.ac.at/
https://ds-philkult.univie.ac.at/en/
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Early stage researchers are expected to ....

* make an original contribution to the field
* present research findings at conferences, etc.
* engage in scientific activities

* increase your reserach and transferable skills

Orientation Week 2024
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Recommendation: Increase your PhD awarness

* Learn how the system works
* Get familiar with the common practices at your faculty

» Make sure you know what a PhD actually is

Orientation Week 2024
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Structure of the Doctorate at the University of Vienna

Entry Phase

Concept
development

|

Submission of Exposé &
Public Presentation
Doctoral Thesis Agreement

Research Phase

Realisation of doctoral thesis Project

T L]

Research, Research, Research Submission
Feedback meetings Public defense
Seminars, workshops, lectures

Conferences, etc.

Orientation Week 2024
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Entry Phase

* Specification of the research topic & planning of research project
* Writing your research proposal

« Submition & presentation of research proposal at the faculty within the first year

Recommendation: Attend public presentations to get an idea how it is organized at your faculty

Orientation Week 2024
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The research proposal | Exposé

* Format
o Approx. 10 pages
* Content
o Description of the topic including clear research questions
o Qutline of the state of the art
o [[lustration of chosen methods
o Relevant literature
o Time & work plan

Orientation Week 2024



Recommendation: Write, write, write ....

Start writing as early as possible,

Writing skills can be trained: Many workshops on academic writing are available

Join a thesis writing group! They are useful instruments to escape isolation

Check the offers of your school: Many Doctoral Schools provide specific pre-FOP trainings

Orientation Week 2024
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Public presentation of research proposal

» Mandatory within the first year
* Quality assurance & feedback from the Doctoral Advisory Board
* Exchange with peers
* Positiv presentation is precondition for the approval of your topic
* Organisation:
o 2-3 dates per Semester
o Registration at the StudyServiceCenter

Orientation Week 2024



Achievments

Annual Progress
Report

Orientation Week 2024
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Research

NEIERA
Workshops

Study period
abroad Conferences

e

Nelglele]iS

Grant proposal
writing
Teaching Publications

Orientation Week 2024



Recommendation: Make the most of opportunities which arise

* Attend workshops, conferences, seminars

* Take partin training seminars

* Get involved in the activities at your department/of your doctoral school
* It possible, include a research stay abroad

* Build up your future networks, ...

Orientation Week 2024
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LU ResearchComp: a tool that ...
FOR RESEARCHERS

MANAGING

mae 'S * helpsyou to identify and strengthen essential research and transferable
' wane of skills from early on

AN IMPACT

« Participate in the publication process
research

— ~= " W+ helpsyou toevaluate your current competencies and set specific goals

RESEARCH TOOLS

Moo @ W *  encourages a systematic way of acquiring necessary skills for your career
: development

WORKING
WITH OTHERS

COGNITIVE
ABILITIES

Orientation Week 2024


https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/system/files/2023-04/ec_rtd_research-competence-presentation.pdf
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Recommendation: Planning is essential

« Master your time management - effective time management is essential
* Set clear milestones

* Use the annual progress report as planning tool

» Start thinking about your life after your PhD early

* |[dentify skills and experiences needed for your desired career path

Orientation Week 2024
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Responsibilities

Orientation Week 2024
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Code of Good Practice for Doctoral Schools



https://doktorat.univie.ac.at/fileadmin/user_upload/z_doktorat/Doktoratsschulen/Code_of_Good_Practice_for_Doctoral_Schools_final.pdf
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Doctoral Candidate

* Your dissertation must be your contribution to the
scientific community

* Reserach project is under your management

Orientation Week 2024



» Supervisor(s)
* Expertsin your field

* Give guideance, continuous support & feedback

* Thesis Advisory Committee (TAC)
* 2-3 mentors chosen by the PhD candidate

* Meets once a year to give feedback on the PhD project and your
personal development

* Directors of the Doctoral Study Programmes

* Responsible for quality assurance

* Acceptance of achievements, Chair FOP and Defence,...

Orientation Week 2024



Doctoral Schools
* offer avariety of funding opportunities and funding support
* aninternationally competitive training environment
* excellent (team) supervision

* networking opportunities with peers and experienced
researchers, ....

Join your doctoral school and be part of your local scientific
communitiy

Orientation Week 2024



Study Service Center

* All adminstrative issues
* Organize public presentation
* Collect your documents and forms

* Organize defence, etc.

Orientation Week 2024



Learn more about the university of Vienna

October 3, 13.15-18:00 Horsaal D, Campus October 4, 8:00-13:00 Horsaal 42, Main Building

* HR department  Entry and residence permit

* Personal & porfessional development Funding possibilities

* Study law Dealing with conflicts and your well-being

* Councelling Offices Data management

* Library Services Computer Services

* Mobility Services

Orientation Week 2024
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Thank you very much!
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